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— 32. A method of operating a system for generating electrical power 
from a source of variable input energy comprising the steps of: 

a. collecting said input energy for causing movements of an energy 
transferring link for driving an electrical generator for generating and transferring 
electrical energy to an electrical load; 

b. measuring the amount of movement of said link and any rate of 
change of said amount of movement and, when said measured amount of 
movement exceeds a predetermined amount of movement of said link above which 
damage to the system is likely to occur, decreasing the electrical impedance of said 
load by a variable amount dependent upon said measured rate of change of said 
amount of movement for decreasing said movement to less than said 
predetermined value for protecting the system against damage while continuing to 
generate electrical power. 

— 33. A method of operating a system for generating electrical power 
from a source of variable input energy comprising the steps of: 

a. collecting said input energy for causing movements of an energy 
transferring link for driving an electrical generator for generating and transferring 
electrical energy to an electrical load; 

b. measuring the amount of movement of said link and, when said 
measured amount of movement exceeds a predetermined amount of movement of 
said link above which damage to the system is likely to occur, decreasing the 
electrical impedance of said load by a variable amount dependent upon said 
measured amount of movement for decreasing said movement to less than said 
predetermined value for protecting the system against damage while continuing to 
generate electrical power; wherein; 

said source of mechanical energy is surface waves occurring at a first 
frequency on a body of water; 



2 



02/06/2003 10:33 843-534-0840 



EPSTEIN M 



PAGE 03 



the method further comprising monitoring the amount of movement of 
said drive link at a sampling rate in excess of said first frequency, and varying the 
input impedance of said electrical load at a rate up to said first frequency in 
response to varying amplitudes of individual surface waves. 
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